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Figure 6.  Tracks of two tagged killer whales on SOAR.  (Green star indicates tagging location.) 

 

Risso's Dolphin   

Three tags were deployed on Risso's dolphins during the reporting period, though one tag never 

transmitted (Table 3).  One tag was deployed inside the boundaries of the Shore Bombardment Area 

(SHOBA) at SCORE, and the animal spent three days within the range on the east side of San Clemente 

Island (Figure 7).  Both individuals largely remained island-associated during the deployment period, 

with additional use of shelf edges of nearby basins.  One of the tags also provided more than 33 hours of 

dive data during the 5.3-day deployment.  The mean depth of dives > 30 m and longer than 1 min was 

106 m (SD = 139, n = 116) with a maximum depth of 704 m. Mean dive duration was 3.9 min (SD = 1.9) 

with a maximum of 9.3 min.   
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Figure 7.  Movements of Risso's dolphins.  Gg Tag 008 is represented by the blue track, Gg Tag 010 by 

yellow.  Tagging locations are indicated by red circles.   

 

Concluding Remarks   

The data gathered in the second year of this grant continue to provide new insights into the occurrence, 

distribution, habitat use, and behavior of cetaceans in the Southern California Bight-- as are the stated 

goals of this grant.  The long term movement and dive behavior records from Cuvier’s beaked and fin 

whales on an active navy training range represent a unique dataset for evaluating the interactions of these 

populations with military exercises.  These analyses will become a primary focus of year three.   
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